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Tﬂ'l mystery of Wi .
~ Duchess of who was the
much-married Mrs. Nevada Van Val-
kenburgh, left London, came quietly to
'America, stayed & few weoks and as quiet-
!y departed, has at last been dispelled.
The visit was & mystery becsuse. it is not
‘usual for Mrs. Vau Valk who; be
fore. she became & N wad
nown as America’s “Ten Million Dollar
Widow,” to appear in the country of her
birth without giving out a number of di-
‘Versified opimlons about things in general.
It now leaks out that the purpose of the
Americgn Princess’s visit was an expen-
give and certainly awgird tribute to the
memory of heér royal last husband, the

uncle of ex’Kiig Manuel of Portugal, a .

Prince of Braganza, and the next in suc-
cesslon to the Portuguese throne when the
revolutjon kicked that throne into the dis-
card. Exiled from his country and denied
by hard-héarted republicans the honor due
his ‘birth, hjs widow determined that he
should not be without them in death.

Crownléss hé had lived, but crowned he
should lie—indefinitely!

And he should have his place Im&ll his
ancestors in the historic mausoleum of the
Portuguese kings at Lisbon, where the de-
parted royaltles of the former kingdom He
in hermetically sealed coffins that date

b:ek a hundred years before Al.norlca. ‘was

Furthermore, republic or no republic, her
husband should have a funeral befitting his
rank and commensurate with the gratitude
she felt for lfting her from the compara-
tfve obsourity of an American “dollar
princess” into the ranks of real royalty.

But how could all this ambitious pro-
gramme De ‘effected?

The Du Oporto’s life has been
one that has her in the overcoming
of obstacles, Ome of six sisters, and borp
n a lttle Western town of poor but emi
nently réspectable parents, her first prob-
Jem was how to get away from it. She
married Lee Agnew, &n inventor. They
eame Bast. The romance did not progress
well and she divorced him. Her youthtul,

beauty and charm had won the heart of -

William Hayes Chapfan, many times &

millionaire, and the day after her divores -

was' granted she married him. Chapman
was then seventysix years old. He only
survived the marriage for & year and died,
jeaving hér with a fortune of at least ten
million dollars.

" hirty, endowed with riches and besuty,

created & semsation; became, indeed, the
rage tn Parls snd othér European capitals,
and had in her train many royal and noble

. suitors. By
Then Philip Van Valkenburgh, who was

abot twenty milHon
dollars, paid court to her. He cut her out

su tial settlement.

Then, with more millions and her beauty
S, e e Prince of Bra.
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N and Duke of Oporto. The lttle
gm girl, one of six #isters, was a
Royal Highness and entitled to all that
wen the rank, for her husbaond’s roy
alty was as real as t ¢ dollars and beauty

which bad secured him.
6

She went wbroad, and st

brows back. Minutely all thé dimensions
were taken, as carefully as a scientist
would of a skull about whose capacity he
was preparing a paper. i

All his life, the Princess knew, hér hus-
band had longed to wear the crown of
Portugal. She had never dared take these~
measurements while he was living. She
never dared tell him what plans she had
for him after he was dead. But now the
time-had come to put them into éxecution.

For months she traveled about the capl
tals of ‘Burove seeking a coffin of enduring
gllver and bronze in which his body could
rest. She found none that suited her. Eu-
rope has had to build so many caskets In
recenit years that all fancy touches have
been eliminated. The Princess could not
even get gilversmiths to take her seriously
when she tried to get them to make a spe-
clal coffin for her.

86 & few weeks ago she slipped quietly
{nto the United States. There she dis-
covered that a silver casket is not alto-
gothér upknown. For some Pears they
have been made for sale to motion picture
millionaires and others whose relatives
wished to keep their bodies om view. At
the greatest coffin makers ifi America she
was Shown at last a chaste yet' massive
desigh that suited her,
bronse sides, huge solid bronwe castings
on the corners, an inmer silver casket,

“}-want to- have & great oblong metal
box fitted on one end of the coffin, and I
want this made in solid silver to rest wpon
ft,” she said. “But it is important that the
ctown be of a certain sise. The dimensions
that 1 will give you for the inside measure
ments of the crowa must be followed with
an absolute acouracy.”

To the astonished officials of the com-
pany the Prifieess then proceeded to read
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from a the exact i
of :er - 2 head “l’:.ll :

e room
2;0:0 the body n: 'm <

“1 want the ¢
m.nﬂ't lﬁ..,._
were '.'n g .
one of the best silversmiths of New

To the Princess her
tlou,:.mm the order = the

sent to the factory at Boyertown, Pen
vania, “In .:.t lt:cm.ki:;‘;. sfiver crown, &
masterplece . was shipped
the little Pennsylvania city, m#
Braganza had been living thers In.

ment in the meantimé, superintending the
construction of the coffin. She spent all

- /

her at the factory. When the crown
far
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there the work had progressed material.

enough for her to place it on the partly

finfshed half ton of silver and bronse for of the
. the purpose of seeing how it Inoked. s circular inden
“It seems rather squat and unimpres f{om o

1™ she said, as she stood off at a short

and gazed at the effect. litted out instantly.
A oonsultation with officials and tech- the former Mrs. |
_experts followed. This resulted in  pressed her admiration and

_ah order for a great silver stand on which the result.
e

crown. This stand was made
shape of a piltow. At a distance. It
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“In that chamber of death a strange
scene was :
took down ‘the netes the weeping
- princess m

enacted. While a secretary
measured for a royal crown

lhdu‘bﬂ.ﬁfnwh-lifcu
always ; longed for .tlio ‘lktm

!

The Royal
Mausoleum at

Lisbon, wherg lt
Royal Dead Lie in
State. Benasath
, At Is the Half Ton
Silver and Bronxe

5 nd. the Resting Upon the Silver Pillow Which Mrs. Van Valkenburg Had Made.

seems to be made of some soft, evelvety
Ag a matter of fact, It is a real
triumph of the silversmith's art.
low-like stand was then out with
fnto which the bot-
the crown fits enugly. If the occa
sion should arise the crown itsélf may be

this was done
‘alkenburgh ex-
patistiction of

For a time she was roticent as to her
plans for the use of coffin and crown. But

that it was her intention to keep the body
on display in the royal erypt at Lisbon.
But there is still mdch to be done before
oan take its place there where the face |
the Prince of Braganza may be

upon by the curious and the reveremt In-

lttle by little in her orders it was revealod
al

definitely. e
The casket is 80 that the ap
per half may be lifted. e inner sllver

casket 1s covered with heavy glass her
metically sealed. But the Princess was
more than doubtful about the skill of the
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" Italiam embalmers
who fixed bher hos
- bapd’s body. It ap
peared that he had
W' of the art-
‘aries, and that in such
- m @ase a.4pecial opera-
‘tion I8 mecessary ‘o
"~ foree the embalming
* Ml throngh the vein:
“40 profiuce perfect
for an
““Indefinite period.
\* While In the United
States she learned
that the embalmisg
‘scleng® had pro
~ gremsed here to the
-y ] where, even
jong after death, veins
and ameries in the
body may be raised
snd the circulation
restored by mechani
. eal dheans, strong pre-
servatives being' used
i e lace of blood.
This process, In fact, acts like an arti-
leart, and Sverl in the case of the
the

hard of the arteries

it has resulted, in effect, in the rediscovery
of the art of the ancient Egyptians, whose
mummification methods have never heen
equaled.

The Princess found that even if the em-
balming of her husband had been very
hastily and badiy dome, this method could
b8 used for two years after death, pro
vided, of course, that decomposition had
wot progressed too far.

At the time of her husband's death, she
wald, she was unable to find in Maly any-
‘onie eapdble of assuring permanent preser-
vation. ‘watched the body care-
fully on her réturn from her caskét-hunting
expedition, and up tc “ue time ghe had
left Rome it had retained much of its lite-
like appearance, This was particularly so
of his face. It was his face, she sald, that
she was more than anything else anxious
to retain. She was going to have & death-
mask made in order that his. likéhess might
be preserved for-the people of his mative
land for all times, but if money and sclence

,~oould do it she wanted the face under the

glass, of the casket to be as it was when
he had lived hege!

When the massive coffin was finished
the Princess went to the most extreme
pains and expense to guard it. Its toial
welght, as Hae been told, is more than half
a ton, The huge packing case In which it
is placed was of sieel. A spbcisl train,
heavily guarded, carried it to New York,
where a compartment had been re-
served for it in the Italian Line stemmor
JTeormine. When the Taormina sailed the
Pringess was the only one on board who
had a key to this room,

It is lkely that American embalmers
are already on their way to Italy to take
the body of the Prince—dend now for a
year and & half—and proceed with their
work of weird rejuvenating anl presérva-
ton, “WWhen that is dome the casket will
be md on & Portuguese battleship and
be to Lisbon in state. There it will
be plaged in the huge mausoleum side by

that sarcophagus which holds
.:3....: remaing of the late King

Carlos, father of Manwel, and the Prince
brother.
‘much it cost Mrs. Van Valkenburg

to o the republican prejudices of
Portugat about this egtirely unre-
publican is mot known.

who gave her her
his ahosstors. The
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